[Androgen receptor gene polymorphism analysis: application to screening of heterozygote and to prenatal diagnosis of androgen insensitivity syndrome].
Androgen insensitivity syndromes are X-linked disorders. Restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis of the androgen receptor gene showed that deletions were infrequent. Some mutations have been described. In these conditions, in high-risk family, carrier diagnosis is impossible unless identification of mutations is made. It is thus necessary to detect androgen receptor gene polymorphism in order to differentiate the two maternal X chromosomes. Two androgen receptor gene polymorphisms have been reported (Hind III and exon 1). In this study we analyzed these two gene polymorphisms to detect carriers in at-risk families. The combined results of the two analyses allowed us to detect carriers in 45% of the studied families. In two families the prenatal diagnosis of androgen insensitivity syndrome was performed.